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The President today signed H. R. 471 which declares that certain lands in Carson A National A Forrest,
New Mexico,A areA A A held A in A trust A for the Pueblo A de A Taos. This tract, comprisedA ofA
approximatelyA 48,000 acresA of landA and theA BlueA Lake, hasA beenA usedA by theA TaosA
PuebloA IndiansA forA A religiousA and tribal purposes since the fourteenth century.

In 1906, the United States Government appropriated these lands for the creation of a national
forest.A The Indian Claim s Commission has determined A that the governmentA tookA theseA lands
A without compensation,A TheA President,A A in his July 8,A 1970 Message to CongressA on
IndianA Affairs said:

The restoration of the Blue Lake lands to the Taos Pueblo Indians is an issue of unique and critical
importance to Indi ans. throughout the country.A I therefore take this opportunity wholeheartedly to
endorse legislation which would restore 48,000 acres of sacred and to the Taos Pueblo people, with the
statutoryA promise thatA theyA would beA ableA toA useA theseA landsA forA traditionalA
purposesA and that except for such uses the lands would remain forever wild.

H. R. 471 would declare that the U.S.A holdsA title,A in trust for the Pueblo de Taos, to the described
area and that the 1 and s will become part of the Pueblo de Taos Reservation and will be administered
by the Secretary of theA InteriorA under the lawsA and regulationsA applicableA to otherA Indian
trust land.A The bill A provides that the IndiansA shallA use the land forA traditionalA purposesA
only,A such asA religious ceremonies, hunting and fishing, a source of water , for age for livestock ,
wood, timberA and otherA naturalA resourcesA forA A theirA personalA use,A A subjectA toA the
necessary conservation A practicesA A prescribed A by the Secretary. Except A for these described
practices, the land will remain forever wild and will be administeredA as a wildernessA underA the
WildernessA Act of 1964.

Other provisionsA ofA H.A R.A A 471 include the permission for nonmembers of the tribe to enterA
the landsA forA purposesA compatibleA with wildernessA preservationA upon consent of the tribe.
This bill does not alter the rights of present holders of federal leases A or A permits A covering A the

A land A but A would A authorize A the A Pueblo, withA tribalA funds,A A toA obtainA theA
relinquishmentA ofA suchA leasesA or permits. Finally, this bill directs the Indian Claims Commission
to determine to what extent the value of land conveyed in this legislation should be set off against any
claims the TaosA may haveA against the United States.

https://www.bia.gov/as-ia/opa/online-press-release/white-house-hr-471-declares-certain-lands-carson-nat
ional-forest-are


https://www.bia.gov/node/9232/printable/pdf

